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                        (717) 780-3915 
  
  

PENNSYLVANIA HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY 
AWARDS $4,071,000 FOR NEW APARTMENTS IN FIVE COMMUNITIES 

  
The Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency will provide $4,071,000 of loans and tax 

credits to developers of rental complexes in Benton (Columbia County), Lansdowne (Delaware 
County), Johnstown (Cambria County), Dalmatia (Northumberland County), and Philadelphia.  
When completed, the five developments funded under the Agency’s PennHOMES Multifamily 
Development Program, will offer 164 apartment units for older Pennsylvanians (in most cases, 
persons who are at least 62 years old, but in one instance the units will be available to those who 
are 55 and older).   

  
            The value of the finished properties will total about $19.2 million.  A brief description of 
each development follows. 
  

BENTON ELDERLY, BENTON (COLUMBIA COUNTY) 
  

PHFA will provide $454,047 of funds and $93,531 of housing tax credits to finance the 
development of 11 one-bedroom units for persons 62 and older that will be built on a 1.1 acre 
site located at Two and One Half Street in the Borough of Benton, Columbia County.  PHFA 
committed the funding to the Columbia County Housing Corporation of Bloomsburg, the 
sponsor.  Larson Design Group of Williamsport is the architect, Grimm Construction, Inc., of 
Waymart is the general contractor for building the complex, with management services being 
provided by the Columbia County Housing Authority and supportive services being made 
available through the Columbia Montour Home Health Services/Visiting Nurses Association. 
  
            Three one-story buildings estimated to total 9,630 square feet, including 1,182 square 
feet of community space, will house the apartments.  One unit will be equipped for persons with 
mobility impairments and one unit will be designed for persons with hearing or vision 
impairments. 
  
            Benton Elderly will be the only affordable housing option in the local area available to 
low and moderate income persons over the age of 62. 
  

In addition to the financing being provided by PHFA, $60,000 will be made available 
from a Columbia County Act 137 Housing Trust Fund loan.  Also, First National Bank of 



Berwick and First Columbia Bank and Trust are helping the sponsor with an equity contribution 
of $533,887 from the proceeds of a tax credit syndication. 
  

Overall, the Benton Elderly complex will cost about $1,048,000. 
  
  

SIMPSON GARDENS, LANSDOWNE (DELAWARE COUNTY) 
  

PHFA will provide $990,000 of funds and $361,640 of housing tax credits for a 41-unit 
apartment complex for persons 62 and older on a 1.13 acre site located at 82-84 and 92-94 
Lansdowne Avenue in the Lansdowne Borough, Delaware County.  PHFA committed the 
funding to the Simpson Gardens Housing Corporation of Philadelphia, the sponsor.  Lenhardt, 
Lolli and Rodgers of Fort Washington is the architect, E. Allen Reeves, Inc., of Abington is the 
general contractor for building the complex, with management and supportive services being 
provided by Simpson Senior Services. 
  
            The development, consisting of 38 one-bedroom and three two-bedroom units, will 
be housed in a four-story building estimated to total almost 40,000 square feet, including 
2,450 square feet of community space.  There will be two elevators for residents.  Three 
units will be equipped for persons with mobility impairments and one unit will be designed 
for persons with hearing or vision impairments.  The owner will work with Liberty 
Resources, Inc., to make the disability community aware of the accessible units. 
  
            A 631 square foot space on the first floor of the building will be leased to Trinity 
Lansdowne United Methodist Church to operate a thrift shop. 
  
  
            Additional financing of $200,000 will come from a City of Johnstown HOME loan, 
and Ameriserv Financial is providing a Federal Home Loan Bank Affordable Housing 
Program loan of $138,000.  Northwest Savings Bank will provide the equity contribution of 
$1,099,312 from the tax credit syndication. 
  

Total cost of Simpson Gardens will be about $4,748,000. 
  

  
CHANDLER SCHOOL APARTMENTS,  JOHNSTOWN (CAMBRIA COUNTY) 

  
PHFA will provide $487,000 of funds and $179,815 of housing tax credits to rehabilitate 

a four-story building into a 23-unit apartment complex for persons 55 and older at 280 Garfield 
Street in Johnstown.  PHFA committed the funding to the Chandler School Apartments Limited 
Partnership of Meyersdale, the sponsor.  UpStreet Architects, Inc., of Indiana, Pennsylvania, is 
the architect, Berkebile Brothers, Inc., of Johnstown is the general contractor for reconstructing 
the complex, with management services performed by the Johnstown Housing Authority. 
  



            The development will consist of 15 one-bedroom and eight two-bedroom units in a 
17,259 square foot structure, including 1,060 square feet of community space.  An elevator will 
serve the residents.  Two units will be equipped for persons with mobility impairments and two 
units will be for persons with hearing or vision impairments.  The owner will perform outreach 
with the Center for Independent Living and the Hiram G. Andrews Center to make the disability 
community aware of the accessible units. 
  
            In addition to the financing from PHFA, $865,000 will be made available from a 
Delaware County HOME loan, $40,000 will come from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community and Economic Development and PNC Bank is providing a $205,000 Federal 
Home Loan Bank Affordable Housing Program loan.  Also, Lend Lease is helping the 
sponsor with a $2,647,781 equity contribution from the tax credit syndication. 
  

Overall, the Simpson Gardens complex will cost about $4,748,000. 
  

GEORGETOWN HEIGHTS, DALMATIA (NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY) 
  
            SEDA-COG Housing Investments, Lewisburg, will receive $818,545 of PHFA 
financing and $199,256 of tax credits to build a 24-unit apartment complex for persons at 
least 62 years of age on Route 147 in the Village of Dalmatia (Lower Mahanoy Township), 
Northumberland County.  The 26,523 square foot, three-story structure will offer 22 one-
bedroom and two two-bedroom units, and 2,345 square feet of community space.  Two units 
will be accessible to persons with mobility impairments and one will be designed for persons 
with vision or hearing impairments. 
  
            Wolfe Associates of Sunbury is the architect for the development, which will be 
constructed by T-Ross Brothers Construction, Inc., also of Sunbury.  SEDA-COG will manage 
the operation, with Riverwoods of Lewisburg providing supportive services to residents. 
  
            SEDA-COG will provide $211,000 of the financing.  Fulton Financial Corporation and 
First Susquehanna Bank and Trust are contributing $1,251,429 from tax credit syndication to 
round out the financing.  The total development cost is estimated to be $2,257,000. 
  

4200 MITCHELL STREET, PHILADELPHIA 
  

With its PennHOMES loan of $487,000, the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency has 
saved the loss of $7,140,000 of federal funding for a 65-unit mid-rise apartment complex at 
4200 Mitchell Steet in Philadelphia.   

  
Under the “202” program, HUD provides direct financing to nonprofit sponsors of rental 

units for persons who are at least 62 years old.  However, in the case of the Mitchell Street 
development, that funding wasn’t enough, and, along with PHFA, both the City of Philadelphia 
Redevelopment Authority and Roxborough Manayunk Bank provided the necessary additional 
funds to keep from losing the federal dollars.   The RDA committed $975,000 of federal HOME 



funds, while the Roxborough Manayunk Bank used the Federal Home Loan Bank’s Affordable 
Housing Program to lend the developer $500,000. 

   
            More than 600 persons are on waiting lists for similar subsidized apartments within the 
general vicinity of the one acre site.  Residents of the apartments will pay no more than 30 
percent of their income for rent. 
  
            Pensdale Housing, Inc., a nonprofit corporation and affiliate of Friends Rehabilitation 
Program, Inc., of Philadelphia, is the sponsor.  The development is being designed by Kitchen 
and Associates Architectural Services, P.A., of Westmont, New Jersey.  J.J. DeLuca Company, 
Inc., of Wayne is the general contractor.  Friends Rehabilitation Program, Inc., will manage the 
completed structure and Intercommunity Action, Inc., of Philadelphia will coordinate supportive 
services for residents. 
  
  

**** 
  
            The funding awards were made at the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency’s 
Board meeting, held Thursday, April 10, 2003 in Harrisburg. 
  
            The Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency is the Commonwealth’s leading provider of 
capital for affordable homes and apartments. 
  

-end- 
 


