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PENNSYLVANIA HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY 
RELEASES HOUSING STUDY  

(HARRISBURG) The Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency has released the 2006 
Statewide Housing Study.  It has been posted on the Agency’s Web site,           
 http://www.phfa.org/hsgresources/, Housing Resources--PA Housing Studies.”   

One section of the study is displayed as a series of maps highlighting 
Pennsylvania’s housing markets and other factors affecting development.  It reveals 
the status of current housing stock, changes in housing markets, recent foreclosure 
experience, population changes and other significant findings.  This statistical and 
quantitative area displays information for both owner-occupied and rental housing.   

Another part of the study summarizes findings drawn from 25 interviews with 
individuals and 16 regional “focus group” discussions at several locations across the 
state.  The report shows that although many existing local, state and federal programs 
do a good job to help middle- and lower-income families meet their housing needs, 
certain other problems persist, including a shortage of affordable rental and for-sale 
units, rising land costs, conflicts over student housing issues, aging and deteriorating 
housing stock, energy costs and predatory lending.   

A third segment of the study is an in-depth analysis of housing supply, demand 
and outlook in 15 Northeastern Pennsylvania counties.  This detailed investigation 
reveals the economic and demographic factors having a significant impact on the 
region, shows that the problems of parts of the region are not universal throughout it, 
and indicates that “one size fits all” policies of dealing with housing and development 
issues won’t work there, or, by extension, elsewhere in the Commonwealth.   

The Housing Study was developed for PHFA by The Reinvestment Fund, 
czbLLC, and the Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania.  

*****   

The Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency is the Commonwealth’s leading 
provider of capital for affordable homes and apartments.  
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