


(Source: Gannett, BILL BLESSING, February 19, 2024)

Widowed and retired homeowner Carol Kahn reads 
her Hamilton County property tax documents, which 
shot up more than $1,800 a year in the latest property 
reassessment from the county.



(Source: Gannett, BILL BLESSING, February 19, 2024)

“Hamilton County, you have won! I just received my property tax 
bill. You have raised it so much that it requires half  of  my annual 
Social Security to pay it. I did not realize you wanted old people to 
move out of  their homes. I worked hard to pay off  my mortgage so 
I would always have a home. Now, I wonder why.

I grew up in Hamilton County … I have just faced the fact I will 
have to sell my home and move out of  Hamilton County. I wanted 
to stay here until I die, but you have forced me out.

I am a widow of  a 100% disabled, combat-related veteran. When I 
found out about the tax break given to the vets, I called about 
getting it. The woman I talked to said, ‘You called too late, he's 
dead.’ Shame on you!”

- Carol Kahn, Amberley Village



Population Aging – 1 in 6 (17%) are 65+ nationally, and 1 in 5 (20%) in PA

Aging-in-Place (AIP) – “people can stay in their homes as they get older.” 

- It has been the preferred choice of  older Americans (75%) (AARP, 2021).

- Aging in the Right Place (Golant, 2015) is important as AIP may not be for everyone. 

- Some are stuck-in-place (i.e., “forced” AIP); while others are evicted/forced to move.

Conditions for Proper AIP – healthy, comfortable with environment, and financially prepared  

- Expenses in later life (e.g., housing, basic living, and medical)  

The Importance of Assessing Real Estate Tax Burden that Supports/Hinders AIP!



What:

GIS (Geographic 
Information Systems) 
database, mapping and 
visualization project for 
public use and policy 
implications

Questions:

Which areas are 
more/less challenging to 
age in place in terms of  
the property tax burden? 
What are their 
characteristics? 

How:

Multiple indicators 
related to property tax, 
along with a group of  
economic and 
demographic variables, 
were used to create an 
index

Outcomes:

1. Dashboard

2. Web Map







Sources: U.S. Census (2021 ACS 5-yr), Economic Policy Institute (2022), and local government websites



Sources: U.S. Census (2021 ACS 5-yr), Economic Policy Institute (2022), and local government websites

















No – 52 Counties 
(78%)

Yes – 15 Counties 
(22%)



No – 2,525 Census 
Tracts (75%)

Yes – 862 Census 
Tracts (25%)









https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/4328f06aea134b5a8fddc4190eed298e
https://wcupagis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/interactivelegend/index.html?appid=f6318b51f96e47e3bd5f52224f23b870
https://wcupagis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/interactivelegend/index.html?appid=f6318b51f96e47e3bd5f52224f23b870
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