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Setting the Stage for Reforms:
Demystifying Zoning Codes with the
National Zoning Atlas



The National Zoning Atlas is a
collaborative project digitizing,
demystifying, & democratizing

U.S. zoning codes.
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 Decentralized
 ~30,000 jurisdictions

 Inconsistent
 In definitions, substantive provisions, 

district types, & accessibility

 Convoluted
 Long & jargon-heavy

What Makes Zoning
Complicated?



 Make Information Accessible
 Translate jargon for the common man
 Public exploration tool
 Straightforward map visuals

How the NZA
Responds

 Decentralized
 ~30,000 jurisdictions

 Inconsistent
 In definitions, substantive provisions, 

district types, & accessibility

 Convoluted
 Long & jargon-heavy

 Centralize Information
 Create a one-stop shop for zoning codes

 Standardize Information
 Enable apples-to-apples comparisons 

for jurisdictions



How to Make
A Zoning Atlas

 Provides our standard 

methodology for:

o Zoning code analysis

o Geospatial analysis

 Coordinates with the NZA Editor 

database 

 Is continually updated



Zoning Data Entry



Jurisdictions in 

Progress: 7,800
Jurisdictions

Completed: 3,300
Contributors

to Date: 320+

The Atlas currently 
covers land home to
55+ million Americans!



Jurisdictions in 

Progress: 7,990
Jurisdictions

Completed: 2,736 
Contributors

to Date: 320+

The Atlas currently 
covers land home to
~50+ million 
Americans!

UPDATE

Atlas Walk-Through

zoningatlas.org/atlas





























Jurisdictions

Completed: 2,736 
Contributors

to Date: 320+

UPDATEActivating the Atlases



Advocacy, Analysis, & Research

zoningatlas.org/action



MSA Analysis:
Snapshots

zoningatlas.org/snapshots



Building the
PA Zoning Atlas

 2,561 jurisdictions in PA!

o 536 jurisdictions without 

zoning

o 1,998 to go!

 Handful of volunteers already at 

work



NZA Now Offering
Commissions

 Commision the NZA 

central team to add your 

jurisdiction(s) to our 

analysis queue

 Pricing based on code size

zoningatlas.org/commission



How You can
Participate

 Use the Atlas

 Share what you find

 Contact us for more info on 

commissions 

 Follow our platforms to watch 

the Atlas grow!

@ZoningAtlas

@zoningatlas

@National Zoning Atlas

info@zoningatlas.org
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