Become aq Great
Tenant

e A free online course for
people to increase their
knowledge and skills

* https://becomeagreatt
enant.thinkific.com/cours
es/becoming-a-great-
tenant







Structure of the Course

1. Understanding Your History: credit report, criminal history, Legal Aid Fact
Sheet, civil records, social media, quiz

2. What'’s Your Budget: what can you afford, stretching a tight budget,
getting a roommate, keeping track of expenses, quiz

3. The Housing Search Begins: starting your search, understanding
applications and leases, quiz

4. Before Move In: inspection, utilities/phone/internet, other
considerations, quiz

5. Being a Great Tenant: good tenant habits, pets, communication, creepy-
crawlies, lead paint, quiz

6. Responsibly Leaving a Unit: before you go, moving day, quiz

7. Links, phone numbers and documents to download, copy/paste or print
8. Certificate of Completion












What is your credit score?

Your credit score is a number assigned to you based on how you've managed your bills so far. Most
ranges are between 300 and 850. In general, less than 579 is poor, 580 to 669 is fair, 670 to 739 is
good, 740-799 is very good and 800 to 850 is exceptional.

What affects your credit score?

Bill Payment 35%
Debt Level 30%
Length of history 15%
Types of Credit 10%
Inquiries 10%





















1. Understand the privacy settings of any platform you use and make sure only your friends can see

what you post.

2. Google yourself and see what comes up. Use Chrome to open up an incognito window so your
results are what a stranger would see, not what Google thinks you want to see.

3. Set up Google Alerts on your name and nicknames so that you are notified when somebody posts

something about you.

Whatever you do on the web, remember it lives forever! Even apps like Snapchat and Kik do not

guarantee your privacy - people can and do take screenshots.

MARK INCOMPLETE ’ CONTINUE —













WHAT'S YOUR BUDGET: DECIDING WHAT YOU CAN AFFORD

WHAT'S YOUR BUDGET:
DECIDING WHAT YOU CAN AFFORD

Prioritize and Compromise!

Remember that refrain from the Rolling Stones? You can’t always get what you want? This is
particularly true for a housing search. No matter your budget, you probably won’t find everything
you want. (Nobody ever does). So, time to prioritize!

Now is the time to define what you absolutely must have versus what you really want versus what
would be nice. Whatever you decide, you've got to be able to pay forit.



Application fees, security deposit, 15t month’s rent, utilities, water-sewer-trash, parking, pet deposit, renter’s
insurance, laundry (in or out?), transportation.

You will also need to factor in your other living expenses, like: groceries, child care, prescriptions, entertainment,
credit card payments, car maintenance and more!




































NHAT'S YOUR BUDGET: KEEPING TRACK OF ITALL

WHAT'S YOUR BUDGET:
KEEPING TRACKOF IT ALL

g Managing a household means keeping track of all your bills and when they
are due.

Set up a payment schedule! You know when you get paid, and when the rentis due. Itis
handy to use a calendar to map out all the payments due, including:

Rent

Utilities
Cable/phone/internet
Credit Cards and loans

and any other regular monthly bill



























A lease will outline:

The address of the unit.

How long is the term?

Who can live there?

What happens if you violate the terms?
How much is the rent?

When is rent due?

s there a fee for late payment?

Where do | pay the rent?

Who do | pay the rent to?

Which utilities do | pay?

What is the security deposit (and other charges)?
When can the rent be increased?

What happens if | need to break the lease?

Can | have pets? (See below pet rider)

What is the surcharge for pets?

Am | responsible for any repairs?

Who should | tell about a problem?

When can the landlord enter the unit?

What is the lease renewal policy?

Who can live in the unit?



When can the landlord enter the unit?

What is the lease renewal policy?

Who can live in the unit?

How long can a guest stay?

Is smoking allowed?

What are the landlord’s rights to terminate the lease?
How do | vacate at the end of the lease?

Is the unit restricted to residential use?

ls renter’s insurance required?






The ceilings

The walls

The baseboards

The blinds

The windows

The doors

The cabinets

The floors

Heat and hot water work?
Do all the outlets work?

Toilet flush?






















































Visit this site for information on Pennsylvania security deposit rules:
https://clsphila.org/learn-about-issues/security-deposits-pennsylvania



https://clsphila.org/learn-about-issues/security-deposits-pennsylvania
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