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A col laborat ion with Phi ladelphia  Mural  Arts
Advocates  is  t ransforming Mary Field Senior
Apartments  into a  revi ta l ized,  community-centered
home for  older  adul ts  in  Phi ladelphia  with a  new
mural  that  te l ls  the s tory of  the residents  and their
impact  on the community.

In 2025,  Phi ladelphia  Mural  Arts  Advocates  received
a PHARE award for  $200,000 to  support  the Meet ing
the Chal lenge:  Enhancing Community Housing
Solut ions project .  The Chal lenge project  is  meant  to
benefi t  res idents  in  f ive Phi ladelphia  neighborhoods
through mural  instal la t ions and beaut i f icat ion,
promotion of  housing resources ,  and organizing
community events .  Mary Field Senior  Apartments
was selected as  one of  the neighborhoods to  host  a
mural  for  the Chal lenge project .  

Through community col laborat ion and input  sessions
hosted by HumanGood and Mural  Arts ,  the  residents
of  Mary Field have worked with ar t is t  Cesar  Viveros
Herrera ,  pictured r ight ,  to  design a  mural  to  beaut i fy
the neighborhood.  

The community recent ly  hosted a  community paint  day to  unvei l  the design of  a  new
mural  and to  begin the paint ing process .  The event  brought  together  res idents  and the
surrounding neighborhood in  the mural  creat ion,  adding a  layer  of  beauty,  ident i ty ,
and shared ownership to  the community beyond the br ick-and-mortar  improvements .  

HumanGood,  the nonprofi t  owner  and operator  of  Mary Field Senior  Apartments ,
received a  4% Low-Income Housing Tax Credi t  (LITHC) through PHARE in 2023,
which is  a lso funding a  comprehensive rehabi l i ta t ion of  Mary Field Senior
Apartments .  The rehabi l i ta t ion preserves  affordable ,  qual i ty  housing for  seniors  while
extending the long-term viabi l i ty  of  the property.

These two PHARE awarded projects  i l lustra te
how affordable  housing dol lars  help s tabi l ize
cr i t ical  housing s tock in  Phi ladelphia  and
reaff i rm the digni ty ,  vis ibi l i ty ,  and vibrancy of
communit ies  and neighborhoods.  For  the
residents  cal l ing Mary Field home,  the resul t  is
not  just  a  renovated bui lding,  but  a  space that
ref lects  their  experiences  and their
neighborhood’s  character .  

This  par tnership highl ights  PHARE’s f lexibi l i ty
in support ing complementary s t ra tegies  to  bui ld
stronger ,  more connected communit ies  through
capi ta l  improvements ,  placemaking,  and publ ic
ar t  across  the Commonweal th .  

Pictured r ight  are  Jane Golden,  Execut ive
Director  of  Phi ladelphia  Mural  Arts  Advocates ,
and a  res ident  of  Mary Field Senior  Apartments .
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