
YouthBuild Phi l ly  Charter  School  is  par t  of  the nat ional
YouthBuild network,  a  program focused on helping young
people  (ages  17-20)  work toward their  educat ion while
learning t rade and job ski l ls .  Students  spl i t  their  t ime
between developing job ski l ls  through hands-on t ra ining,
academics,  and community service.  YouthBuild offers
s tudents  the opportuni ty  to  learn vocat ional  ski l ls  in
construct ion,  heal thcare ,  information technology,  and
hospi ta l i ty .  

In  2024,  YouthBuild was awarded $250,000 to  support  their
Construct ion Training and Housing Rehabi l i ta t ion Program.
The award is  helping to  fund the s tudent- led rehabi l i ta t ion of
a  three-bedroom home,  which wil l  serve as  t ransi t ional
housing for  local  famil ies .  The project  a lso gives  s tudents  the
opportuni ty  to  bui ld  pract ical  construct ion ski l ls  while
working on a  real  home that  wil l  make a  difference in  the
community.

YouthBuild’s  second PHARE award for  $100,000 to  support
the Workforce Equi ty  and Housing Stabi l i ty  Ini t ia t ive.  The
ini t ia t ive helps  s tudents  in  the construct ion program by
providing bui lding mater ia ls ,  tools ,  t ransportat ion assis tance,
and other  supports  that  remove barr iers  to  complet ing their
t ra ining.  These investments  a l low students  to  s tay focused on
earning credent ia ls  and preparing for  careers  in  the ski l led
trades.

During PHFA’s recent  vis i t ,  s taff  had the opportuni ty  to
speak with recent  a lumni  and tour  the construct ion ski l ls
program. 
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The PHARE Act was
established in 2010 to

provide funding
throughout the

Commonwealth to
assist with the

creation,
rehabilitation, and

support of affordable
housing. Currently, the
program is funded by
two funding sources,
the Realty Transfer
Tax Fund and the

Marcellus Shale Fund.
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The 2026/2027
Request for proposals
for PHARE will open
on September 14th,
2026, and will close
on November 19th,

2026 at 2pm. 



‘PHARE has been an extraordinary par tner  in  helping YouthBuild Phi ladelphia  turn
opportuni ty  into las t ing impact .  Their  investment  a l lows our  s tudents  to  gain real-
world construct ion experience while  creat ing safe ,  affordable  housing that
s t rengthens neighborhoods across  Phi ladelphia .  Just  as  important ly ,  PHARE has
helped us  remove barr iers  that  too of ten s tand between ta lented young people  and
economic mobil i ty ,  f rom transportat ion and tools  to  housing s tabi l i ty .  This
par tnership is  about  far  more than funding a  program. Together ,  we are  invest ing in
future  homeowners ,  ski l led t rades  professionals ,  community leaders ,  and a  s t ronger ,
more equi table  Phi ladelphia ,”  said Preference Butler ,  YouthBuild’s  Chief
Advancement  Off icer .

Together ,  these projects  ref lect  the innovat ive approaches PHARE grantees  are  taking
to increase housing opportuni t ies  in  Phi ladelphia .  For  YouthBuild Phi ladelphia ,  they
also demonstrate  how investments  in  housing and workforce development  can work
hand in  hand to  s t rengthen communit ies  while  creat ing new opportuni t ies  for  young
adul ts .

Pictured are  YouthBuild s taff ,  s tudents ,  and alumni  on locat ion for  the Construct ion
Training and Housing Rehabi l i ta t ion Program awarded in  2024.
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