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THE PHARE PROGRAM:
AT A GLANCE

The PHARE Act was
established in 2010 to
provide funding
throughout the
Commonwealth to
assist with the creation,
rehabilitation, and
support of affordable
housing. Currently, the
program is funded by
two funding sources,
the Realty Transfer Tax
Fund and the Marcellus
Shale Fund.
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Did You Know?

PHARE recipients
can submit
reporting
electronically on our
website which can
be found here.
Semi-annual reports
are due January 31st
and July 315t of
every year for all
grantees.

Brethren Housing Association

Providing Permanently Affordable Housing to Prevent
Homelessness
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania

Celebrating its 35t anniversary this year, Brethren Housing
Association (BHA) has long been a cornerstone of the Allison Hill
community in Harrisburg, PA. Originally founded as an all-volunteer
organization with the mission to provide housing to women who
were re-entering the workforce, BHA has since expanded its
services. Today, it manages 24 12-month transitional apartment units
on Hummel Street and 3 permanent housing program homes in
Harrisburg that support single-parent households, including both
mothers and fathers. Dennise Hill, Executive Director of BHA spoke in
an interview with PHFA about the organization’s growth, stating that
the organization's mission is still the same but malleable enough to
recognize the need in order to “keep a finger on the pulse of the
community.”

In 2023, BHA was —{=
awarded $150,000 ——
fromm PHARE to |
support the
purchase of a
property on
Wiconisco Street in
Harrisburg. The home
was acquired to
further BHA's
permanent housing
program, which has
since been
occupied by a single - L= J
mother and her children who were focmg unique barriers
preventing them from renting with a traditional landlord. Upon
graduation from the transitional program, the unit was adopted by
a local organization through the “Adopt an Apartment” program.
This collaborative effort, run by volunteer groups and local
businesses, helps clean, fully furnish, and decorate the home
tailored to the family’s specific wants and needs. This alleviates the
costs of moving into a new space, ultimately setting the family up
for success from day one in their new home.
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For more information about the organization and how it is serving
individuals in Harrisburg, visit their website at https://www.bha-
pa.org/ or follow them on Facebook and LinkedIn.
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